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What is CL:AIRE?



DoWCoP



What happened?

Long standing “confusion” of waste status of ground 

materials (soil, made ground) in land development 

projects (since c1995?).

Essentially……excavated material generated by the 

development of land may deemed to be a waste and 

therefore subject to waste regulatory controls (read 

DELAYS to development).

And then this happened……..

In 2004 the European Court of Justice ruled on a case in 

Belgium (“van de Walle” case) that was to muddy the 

waters yet again (cutting across waste law and 

contaminated soil & groundwater law)

- Contaminated soil in situ was also waste!



What happened?

- In 2006, the Environment Agency (EA) published 

“A Definition of Waste” document that provided 

clarity on some of the definition of waste issues, 

but flagged that more work needed to be done.

- In 2007 the EA and an industry steering group, 

managed by CL:AIRE, started to develop the 

Definition of Waste: Development Industry Code 

of Practice (DoWCoP). 



What happened?

- In 2008, the previous EA doc 

was withdrawn, and an EA 

Position Statement was 

published which paved the way 

for the launch of the CL:AIRE 

DoWCoP. 



DoW CoP Steering Group

CL:AIRE – an independent broker

Soil Treatment Facility operators

Homes and Community Agency

Environment Agency & Natural Resources Wales (NRW)

Environmental Industries Commission (EIC)

Home Builders Federation (HBF)

National House Building Council (NHBC)

Soil & Groundwater Technology Association (SAGTA)

Civil Engineering Contractors Association (CECA)

UK Contractors Group (UKCG)

A Waste Expert

= Industry representatives + Funders + Regulators



What is it?

The DoWCoP sets out good practice for the development 

industry to use when assessing:

• If materials are classified as waste or not and

• Determining when treated waste can cease to be 

waste

It also describes an auditable system to demonstrate the 

DoWCoP has been adhered to.

Industry needs to be directed to it and educated in how to 

apply it 

= marketing & training



Benefits

▪ Removes the debate over what is waste and what is not

▪ Provides consistency and certainty to facilitate project 

decision making

▪ Improves efficiency and cost effectiveness

▪ Supports diversion from landfill

▪ Supports reduction in primary aggregate use

▪ Supports reduction in haulage costs

+ many other environmental, social and economic benefits 

= sustainable waste management

Debate 

over
Consistency

Haulage



The Role of CL:AIRE

• Managing organisation for DoW CoP

• Receipt and processing of online Declarations (since 2014)

• Dedicated web site: www.claire.co.uk/CoP

• Register of Qualified Persons

• Register of Materials

• Ongoing work to monitor use of DoW CoP

• Deliver training 

• Further refinements and extension of scope

…which led to Version 2 of the DoWCoP in 2011 and a currently in draft 

Version 3.



Uptake and Use



Asbestos in Soil

In Brief:

In 2011, Members of the Environmental Industries 

Commission (EIC – a lobbying group) asked it to look into 

producing guidance on the issue of asbestos in soil. None 

existed – only for asbestos in buildings, regulated by 

HSE, which had the remit of protecting workers from 

asbestos in buildings.

During demolition of a building containing asbestos, 

asbestos gets into the soil, which left the development 

industry (and its workers) exposed.

EIC came to CL:AIRE and together formed an industry 

working group – the JIWG, in 2011.



Asbestos in Soil

In Brief:

In 2016 (5 years later), a major document was published 

by the JIWG called “CAR-SOIL” *

- it lays the foundation for the Asbestos in Soil Code of 

Practice to be drafted. Crucially, it has full HSE backing

- £150k funding sought, £85k received, rest in-kind

* CAR-SOIL = Control of Asbestos Regulations 2012 -

Interpretation for Managing and Working with Asbestos in Soil 

and Construction and Demolition Materials: Industry guidance 



Joint Industry Working Group

EIC (represented by an asbestos expert)

CL:AIRE 

Society for Brownfield Risk Assessment 

(SoBRA) 

Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 

Environment Agency, SEPA, Natural 

Resources Wales 

Defra, CLG, WAG 

Health and Safety Laboratories 

Soil and Groundwater Technology 

Association (SAGTA) 

Local Authority Representative 

(corresponding) 

Association of Geotechnical and Geo-

environmental Specialists (AGS) 

Asbestos Testing and Consultancy 

Association (ATAC) & Asbestos Removal 

Contractors Association (ARCA) 

Institute of Occupational Medicine (IOM) 

British Occupational Hygiene Society 

(BOHS) 

UK Contractors Group 

Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) 

Federation of Demolition Contractors (FDC) 

and Civil Engineering Contractors 

Association (CECA) 

Public Health England 

United Kingdom Accreditation Service 

(UKAS) 

Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors 

(RICS) 

Ministry of Defence (MoD) 

Environmental Services Association 

CIRIA

= Industry representatives + Funders + Regulators



Lessons Learned

• Clear Drivers (economic, environmental, social)

• Time (lead in time from concept & then uptake time)

• Attract funding

• Regulator engagement

• An independent broker ie not involved for own agenda

• Industry buy-in – Working Groups (inc regulator)

• Find an expert to write the Guidance

• Raise awareness and provide training

• Publish case studies to demonstrate it works

• Living document – revise, update, improve



Leading Sustainable Land Reuse

Thank you

For further information visit www.claire.co.uk or 

email rob.sweeney@claire.co.uk

http://www.claire.co.uk/
mailto:rob.sweeney@claire.co.uk

