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Government Chief Scientific Adviser

Å Health, wellbeing, security & 
resilience

Å Knowledge translated to 
economic advantage

Å The right science for 
emergencies

Å Underpinning policy with 
evidence

Å Advocacy and leadership for 
science
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Why waste, why now?

UK Waste facts

ÅEvery year each person:
Åproduces 3 tonnes of waste
Å½ a tonne at home, 55% goes 

to landfill

ÅFood waste:
Å10 million tonnes, enough to 

fill Wembley 9 times

ÅPlastics:
ÅPredicted that by 2050 more 

plastic than fish in the oceans
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ÅAuthors

ÅSocial/Natural 
sciences

ÅPolicy

ÅProjects

ÅArtists
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From Waste to Resource Productivity
ςOur Vision

Why care about 
waste?

Å Growth and 
productivity

Å Resilience

Å Resources and 
environment
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Growth and Productivity

ÅWe need to move 
From Waste to 
Resource 
Productivity

ÅUK businesses 
more productive, 
more competitive

ÅScience and 
innovation driving 
growth
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Resilience

ÅGlobal food, water, energy 
ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ҧ Ҕрл҈ ōȅ 
2050

ÅDriven by population 
growth and economic 
growth

ÅUK economy very 
interconnected: efficient 
but fragile

ÅNeed to protect UK from 
commodity price volatility
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