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Reflections on the RRfW Programme

• Originally approved in March 2011

– ‘Timely action with the potential to produce exciting science’

– ‘Partnership with business is important’

– ‘Potential to add social and economic implications – ESRC’

• £7.2m  - NERC (£6.5m),  DEFRA (£158k), ESRC (£582k)

• Aimed to deliver the science needed to accomplish a 
paradigm shift in the recovery of resources from 
waste taking into account both environmental and 
social benefits.



Reflections on the RRfW Programme - Research

• A number of direct 
environmental benefits 
have arisen from the 
projects.

• Increased interaction 
between the natural and 
social science communities.

• Wide range of publications.



Reflections on the RRfW Programme - Policy

• The programme has used its 
research to highlight where 
changes in policy are necessary in 
order to promote circular economy 
approaches in industrial waste 
management producing policy and 
practice notes and feeding into the 
development of the government’s 
‘Resources and Waste 
Management’ strategy’.



Reflections on the RRfW Programme –

Working with Industry & the Public

• Significant engagement with 
industry has occurred 
throughout the lifetime of the 
programme.

• A number of new partnerships 
have been developed.

• The programme has conducted 
a number of public engagement 
activities.



Where are we now?

• The move away from a linear model to a circular 
economy has become a much bigger topic.

• This is recognised by increased UKRI activity in 
this space in which NERC is playing an important 
coordination role.

• Public understanding of the issues around waste 
has increased.

• Media coverage is common.
• The new NERC strategy will highlight the circular 

economy as an important emerging theme.



What’s next for NERC/UKRI investments

• The formation of UK Research & Innovation (UKRI) is promoting 
closer working between the Research Councils and Innovate UK.

• A number of new UKRI collective funds have recently been 
launched.

• NERC continues in its remit for environmental science, but wider 
collaborative working expected. 



Research and Innovation Budget



NERC 
Core

~£230m p.a. 

GCRF
~ £300m p.a.

NPIF
(incl. ISCF + 

Studentships)

~ £1 bn p.a.

Newton

~ £100m p.a. 

Science and research funding allocation: 2016 to 2020: The allocation of science and research funding 2016/17 to 2019/20

Investment Opportunities

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/505308/bis-16-160-allocation-science-research-funding-2016-17-2019-20.pdf


Official Development Assistance

• Newton Fund (launched in 2014)
– £75m rising to £150m per year £735m total by 2021

– NERC one of many UK delivery partners

– NERC has £21m for Newton1 - £32m for Newton2

• Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF)
– £1.5bn over 5 years.

– Capacity building call (2016) 

– Research hubs (2018)



Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund

• Industry led, Grand Challenge focus: 
– Clean Growth

– Artificial Intelligence & Data Economy

– Ageing Society

– Future of Mobility

• Wave 1 - £485m

• Wave 2 - £725m

• Wave 3 – Up to £500m – April 2019 
funding commences

NPIF
(incl. ISCF + 

Studentships)

~ £1 bn p.a.



New Cross Council funds

• Strategic Priorities Fund (SPF)
– Support for new strategic priorities
– Incentivising inter-disciplinary work
– Links to cross-departmental R&I priorities

• Fund for International Collaboration (FIC)
– Focus initially on countries we have Science, Technology 

and Innovation agreements.

• Strength in Places Fund
– Collaborations between researchers, businesses, local 

government and LEPs in England and relevant agencies 
in devolved nations.

NPIF
(incl. ISCF + 

Studentships)

~ £1 bn p.a.
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New commitments

• Plastics Research and Innovation Fund (£20m)
– Business led research and development

– Research: Plastics ‘Creativity’ funding (~£8M)

– Leadership and knowledge exchange: 
a UK Circular Plastics Network (~£2M)

• Commonwealth Marine Plastics Research 
and Innovation Fund

• NERC Highlight Topic – Emerging Risks from 
Microplastics in the Marine Environment



Potential areas for development.

• ISCF Wave 3 Smart Sustainable Plastic Packaging: 
Towards Zero Waste Challenge 
(Up to £60m ISCF + industry match) - Date: 2019-2023

• Budget commitment for plastics R&D (£10m) 

• Cross Council discussions about the circular 
economy.

• UKRI is a great opportunity for 
interdisciplinary work in RRfW / 
Circular economy



Thank you


